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Cantique de Jean Racine
Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924)

ed. Curtis Hanson

© 2015 Curtis Hanson

Canticle of Jean Racine, Op. 11
Jean Racine (17th Century)

English trans. Curtis Hanson

The original French text is an interpretation of a medieval Latin hymn, "Consors paterni luminis", by the 17th cen-

tury dramatist, Jean Racine. When Fauré set Racine's words to music, he gave it the title "Cantique de Jean Racine"

rather than the title of the orignal Latin lyric. The Latin hymn, attributed to St. Ambrose (340-397 AD), with a rough

English translation, is as follows:

Consors paterni luminis, lux ipse lucis et dies,

noctem canendo rumpimus: assiste postulantibus.

Aufer tenebras mentium, fuga catervas daemonum,

expelle somnolentiam ne pigritantes obruat.

Sic, Christe, nobis omnibus indulgeas credentibus,

ut prosit exorantibus quod praecinentes psallimus.

Sit, Christe, rex piissime, tibi Patrique gloria

cum Spiritu Paraclito in sempiterna saecula. Amen.

Father of light, the light of the light, equal of the day

and of the night, assist we postulants with our singing.

From the darkness of our minds, cast out the demons,

and drive away the sleepiness which overwhelms us.

O Christ, grant that we believers should benefit

from the prayers we raise to you.

Let there be, O Christ, our loving King, glory to you with

the Father and the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.

for SSAA voices and piano or organ
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